PLEASE READ AS THE REASONS CONTINUE TO CHANGE AT MORRISVILLE
 

On Thursday, March 31, 2011, the State University of New York (SUNY) at Morrisville announced that they were dropping the sport of wrestling from its intercollegiate athletic program. The college's athletic director, Greg Carroll, claimed this action was necessary because of "a general decline in the popularity of wrestling at the high school level". Nothing could be further from the truth. It's simply dead wrong.
         The truth is high school wrestling is on the rise. The National Federation of State High School Associations reports growth in wrestling participation on the scholastic level for each of the past six consecutive years. In fact, wrestling is the sixth most popular sport for boys in the country. In New York State, scholastic wrestling is even more vibrant. The state ranks fourth nationally in participation and in New York City alone, 42 new varsity programs have been added in the last four years. 
        Sadly, for high school athletes, it's the decline in college wrestling programs that limit opportunities for scholastic wrestlers and endanger the sport's future. Wrestling's supporters have been counting on the publicly supported colleges like Morrisville to provide opportunities for the true student-athlete who participates in his or her sport on the collegiate level solely for the love of their sport.
       Those of us who are involved in the sport know that Morrisville can save wrestling from the chopping block. Financially, finding the resources to keep the program will take far less than the $5.2 million spent on the new football stadium. In fact, according to the NCAA, wrestling has one of the lowest costs per student in all NCAA sports. 
          So, what is it? It's not the lack of scholastic athletes or even the lack of money - really. It's not Title IX and it's not about scholarships - there are none in Division III athletics. There really doesn't seem to be a good reason. So, contact SUNY Morrisville President Richard Carreno and ask him to not drop Mustang Wrestling. You can reach him either by phone (315) 684-6044 or by email at carrenrj@morrisville.edu or you can contact the Athletic Director Greg Carroll carrolgm@morrisville.edu, 315-684-6072                 

Save Morrisville Wrestling - Update: College Offers More Reasons To Cut Wrestling 
Setting The Record Straight 
    The Morrisville Athletic Department now claims that the decision was also based on the lack of interest on campus and the college's conference affiliation. 
     Lack of interest? The truth is that the 2010-11 SUNY Morrisville team concluded the season with 22 individuals on the roster and was able to enter an individual in nine out of the ten weight classes at the Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference Championships in late February  .   
    Also in their most recent release, SUNY Morrisville's Athletic Department claimed their decision was also based on the fact that their main conference affiliation, the NEAC (North East Athletic Conference), does not sponsor wrestling.  Strangly, conference affiliation does not seem to be a problem for the Men's Ice Hockey or Women's Field Hockey programs as both of those teams compete in the SUNY Athletic Conference as affiliate members.  The wrestling program is a member of a very strong Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference that consists of eight other institutions which all have a very rich wrestling tradition.
     Contact SUNY Morrisville President Richard Carreno and ask him to not drop Mustang Wrestling. You can reach him either by phone (315) 684-6044 or by email at carrenrj@morrisville.edu  or contact the Athletic Director Greg Carroll 315-684-6072
carrolgm@morrisville.edu,  
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