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Morrisville Update


Contact: Dick Farfaglia
NYS Wrestling Coaches Association 
DickFarfaglia@yahoo.com
Morrisville Changes the Story Yet Again
 
Conduct, Academics, Skin Infections and Part-time Coach 
Claimed as "Real Reasons" for Dropping Program

- In correspondence that Morrisville Athletic Director Greg Carroll said could be shared, he detailed his latest and apparently real reasons for dropping the Mustang wrestling program. They include: a wrestler who was apparently charged in a legal matter, the team's poor academic performance, skin infections and a part-time coach. 
 
     Citing that a wrestler was allegedly charged in a legal matter as part of the justification for dropping the program is outrageous to say the least. Surely, he's not implying that criminal behavior is rampant throughout the program. It would be really unfair for him to use an isolated incident as an indictment of the entire program. 
 
     As for the team's poor academic performance - it raises more questions than answers. What resources are available to student-athletes to help them achieve success in the class room? Is it the same for all Mustang athletes?  Does the wrestling coach have access to the student's course schedules, grades, mid-term grades so he can assist his athletes with their academic progress?  Was the coach made aware of these retention issues in season-ending evaluation meetings prior to the announcement of eliminating the program? There are many college athletic programs that have student athletes who struggle academically. And there's a whole host of ways to deal with the problem short of dropping the sport.  
 
     Then, incredibly, there's the charge that skin infections caused by the condition of the mats are yet another reason for dropping the sport. Apparently, the coaches and athletes at the NCAA Division III college level are expected to maintain their own mats - or at least they are at Morrisville. Do the football coaches and players maintain the field? Skin infections can be a problem with any wrestling program; it is NOT a reason to eliminate the team.   The student-athletes, the coach, the athletic trainer, the college health center, the custodial staff and the athletic department administration all have a responsibility to be proactive and educate everyone involved and protect the participants from increased exposure to infections. 
 
     These problems, he claims, can only be fixed by hiring a full-time coach. Denied the full-time coach, he implies there was no other choice but to drop the program. While every program - including wrestling - would love a full-time coach, the truth of the matter is that Mustang Wall of Fame wrestling Coach Jim Hall led the program to many championships while he worked in Morrisville's admissions office and coached wrestling part time 1987-1999. He was not unique then or now. According to Morrisville current coaching biographies - in addition to the wrestling coach, there are other part-time head coaches in their athletic department. These problems don't really need a full time coach to fix them and the wrestling community knows it. They need a commitment from the college administration to save a program well worth saving.
 
     Contact SUNY Morrisville President Richard Carreno and ask him to not drop Mustang Wrestling. You can reach him either by phone (315) 684-6044 or by email at carrenrj@morrisville.edu or Athletic Director Greg Carroll carrolgm@morrisville.edu
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